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Profiting from effective support of Soviet occupation
sutharities, the Communist Party of Austria won parlizsmentary
represeniation for the first time in 1945. The Party is vestricted
te & smnsll segmoent of the industrial workers and has remained at
ahoul five per cent of the popular vots since 1945, dreppiag some-
what below this figars in the 1936 slections when it won ealy
193, 438 votes ox 4.4 per cont of the total and ouly 3 seats in
pariiamant. The ssthnsted sembership in 5§, 000. The Party's
mla soncera st the sad of 1957 scemed to be the prebiem of
self-preservation.

The most flagrant diaplay in the postwar period of Austrisn
- Communiet militant action which involved the use of terrorism

ook piace in the fall of 1950 during general strikes called at that
tims. The specific grisvances which the Communists selzed qpon
as & protext to launch their disturbances ware the negotiations
Iending to the Fourth Wage and Price Agresment which was to
bocamme sfisctive | October 1950, The popslation was irritated
at haviang been kept in ignorance of the negotiations and the Com-
muniats capitalined on the sitastion by placing themselves at the
Mﬂpﬂmmymwu mass opposition to goverarment

The Cantral Strike Committess and the Local Strike
Hesdguartiors were in chazge of the aggressive action during the
Ssptmuber-Octeber 1950 strikes, at least during the first phuse
of the strikes. The Ceutral Strike Committes was comyprised of
sixty-twe members, all Cammunists. 1t was apparently direcily
responaibie to the Anstriss Communiat Party (RPOs) Central
Commities. Local strike hesdquarters were set up in masy cities
ia Awstria, including Vienna, sad sometimes inclwded non-
Communist workers. Oae strike headguarters in Styria conslsted
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To carry out asts of viclence and force were XPOs Rofi-
hemmmasdos (mobile shock groups) whick had reportedly been
MﬂhﬁdeM¢lm‘ These mobile
grosps ware brought into nction for the firet time during the
Wﬁ%ﬂ%mmwmumu
worhers of the USIA (Kussinn sbbrevistion for *‘MW&
xmmmmwmwmmw.
mwmmaduﬂmmﬂm.

n sajority o of vho MU“WMWM@E#
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Il. Sabetage ’rm Clven within Austria

For sevaral weeks prior to the cutbresk of the 1950
strikes, Communist factory workers were appareatly givea
ammm«m.m;uwdem&mwmm
sction. Thay were raguested to prepars surveys on paints
kMMWM&NWm.&WM&
submit reports on the sttitudes of their {ellow workers. They
m.unm«ahmadmmmmu

thesretical as well as ctleal tralning was given In prepara-
tion for & campaign of aggressive action.

Thers is ao evidence that KPOe members have received
mhwﬁcm‘xszmcmsmm
EPOe action of this nature.

s U.5 andfeorV.S. Allies Pﬁefm nstaliations

On 16 November 1951 Communists organised
dsnenstrations against the visits of same U.S. Congress~

men. There was sad hariing of Insults and some
arrssts were mads, but ere was uo vislence anéd uo
injuries.

#Although there have been a mumber of kiduappings, as
m“hm&ummﬁﬂmhmm rather than
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On approximately 19 April 1952 anti-¥U. 5. demon-
atrations were agais orgasised by Communists, some of
whoss were arrssted. There appesra to have been ne
viclente,

In mid-June 1932 Austrisn Comnmunists wers plan-
ning ax anti~U. 5. dessvnstratios dering Dean Acheson's
wisit o Vienna, mxmm & U. 5, ~sponsored
pudlication was subsoquenily basned in the Soviet-controiled
secters of Yiesna becanss of its disclosurs of Cosamunist
sati-Acheson demmsnsiration plans. Neo Commupist demeon-

Comsmunists staged mase damonstrations in Septembor
1952 cutside the Gartenban Xine theater in Viesns uad wied
forcs 1o prevent peopls from stianding the showing of the
9.8, il "The Desert Pox'. There were minor sceffles

During the Segtember-October 1958 strikes, KPOs's
intention was to exploft pudblic sanoyance over the regulation
of wages and prices and to organise damenstrations which
wonld appear as 8 “speutuneeus™ mass movesaent and vould
e the final Mow agsinst the govermment. The fivst chjective
wummmmmmwm
Mmmu. A typicsl invident sccurred in the
elty of Lins, in Upper Austria on 36 Soptemmber 1956, where
he Rpllkomunande groups first weat fromm shop 40 shep with
tha arder, “March sa the Lins Chamber of Labor*. B
mmmmumummm

drwm*mcmnmma. mm
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and dispatched them te {actories where workers rﬁuﬂd
to sivike, and » nmmber of factories ware then compelled
to close dowa. At Liss the Rollkommandos also went into
the railway station and erected barricades on the tracks.
mmmgmaWWMMLMr
Mrmmmm «

for the sccupation b ?‘“mﬂw of railroad centers,
poest and telegraph offices, streetcar terminals, electric
power and gas plants. On 3 Scleber 1950, for example,
targets in Lower Asstris marked for occupation werve:
{a} an slscivic power plont st Ebeafurth {source of power
for many factories In the Wisner Neustadt srea); {b) rull-
rond stations; {c) the post affice at Caenserndor! (post
oflices in Austria almost tavarishly alse include the local
selagraph office); () the maln police station and street car
terminal at Badon; (o) pust office, rallread station snd
police station st S5¢. Andras Woerdera asd the viclaity:
{£) the post office in 5t. Valeatin.

hpgds. To cause the isclation of Vienan,
to prevest workers from reaching their factories asd to
mmrmmmmmmﬂ.
the KPOs tried with yoad blocks to the normal flow of
traffic. On 2é Seplember at least two Ays ware
Hlscked and by Mackades at various straet intersections
and the main aveanss of spproach to Vieans were closed
temporarily. Tlawen strost car linss were out of opera-
tion during that moraing. Some attacks were 1
aguinst strestzar terminals. To block the tracks, mu-
munists poured cement on the switches and track
tmﬂfwm cement blocks, broken
mmmgmmmm
the car trachs. Woeden, stone and brick blockades were
erected sud parked buses, trucks and derailed trelley
caxs wars left on tha tyacks to prevest operation of the
ears. Similyr bleckades were bullt on streets and bridjes
Jending out of Vienna.,
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%Mmiymmﬁnahmuzwﬁaﬁ
seals. mmmmxm:amm
Vissna taciuded the following of actios: {a) Blocking
of iraffic to provent workers rmﬁuihﬁfwim
Mwmﬁﬁwmmmﬂﬂbmﬂ:
determined to contbnne on thelr way to the faciories; (c) wee
of Bollhanmandos, seppiied with trucks, motercycles or
other saosns of quick transfer, to hring shout strikss where
workers wers 2ot cospersting with the Cammunists.

W“thwﬁmmﬁewmm
sxnse odditional difficultios for the police and gendarmerie.
mmmmmmw:»«m
such sarviows disturbasces by these mans that they
m&m;mmam and cause the

Ma;mmm Whm
:%nawmmmwmm of tha pelice.

This fact was oan of the reasous for the fallure of thw sirike
campaign. The majority of Austrisa Communists had sxpected
sctive Soviet support. A XPOs member had boen assigned to
mmmummmmm
In the period of the preparations, Sovist officers in eivilian
ciethes attended freguent mastings st KPOs hasdquarters. Soviet
Comnandents in 2oms Jecalities made counter-atrike messures
diffieult for the Austrian suthoritiss by forbidding ths concon~
WMWMMWMNmer.

Approved For Release 2001/07/28 : WOOQOO%OOS?A




Approved For Release 2001/07/28 : CIA-RDP78-00915R000900030087-4

case of Sovist interference accurred at Wisner Neustadt where,
after polics had re~estaldlished costrel of the post sffice and
nerie, mmwmwsm«m,wmﬁ
te retuzn thass posts to the Coxnmunists. Many vehicles bear-
sovdoun around Ballhausplatx was Sroken through by &
Sevist liconsed truck on 26 Septomber 1950.

mmmmmm.wmi‘mmm
mm-u:mmsmwm-mm*
mmmwmmmumﬁuumﬁnmp
MMWMMmauaﬂthMtui |
mummmawmmmcm. Obvicasly,
ssthorities until they gained broader suppert smmong workers to
bring about move effoctive strike actics.

part mmm population, it is doubifel that KPOs with
umumw.mmﬁawzmwmw
wete) conlid comumit sxtensive sabotage in most & . i Com-
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